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Toothbrushing Storiesy Steven Hatfield 3

Thunder and
Rain Are
Friends & The
Boo-Boo
Bulldozer

When my son Eugene was a toddler, he didn’t want
his teeth brushed. He would fight a lot, and it was a
challenging process. My wife told Eugene a story
about her dog Merry as she brushed his teeth one day.
It was difficult for him, but he could better tolerate
the brushing process. Every day, Eugene and I were
going on imaginary bus and train rides to places all
around the world in our play. One day, I had the idea
of telling him a story related to our imaginary
playtime during his toothbrushing. He was enthralled
by the story and could have his teeth brushed without
any trouble. I could tell he could imagine every detail
in his mind by his facial expressions.

Eventually, he could brush his teeth on his own.

FCrisis Narratives, Institutional Change,
and the Transformation of the Japanese State.

Sebastian Maslow and Christian Wirth eds.,

Ju—r REF4—RER KB AT A4 =TV Ny b7 4—)LF

However, we continued to make stories together
every day. It became our very precious time together.
A few years ago, I began to put the stories down on
paper and eventually get a few published.

Five artistic students at our school have done the
artwork for four of my books. They are amateur
artists, but the work is not amateurish! The publishing
process became more rewarding when I collaborztu-
dents. I'm presently working with more than 10
students now.

Please enjoy my books in the library or on Amazon.
By the way, I need more artists. If you would like to
work on a book together, please contact me!
(s-hatfield@sendai-shirayuri.ac.jp)

State University of New York Press.
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